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submarines to wait off his ports for his return. As mines
have been laid by the enemy, and the minefields are without
doubt marked by buoys, I submit that an aerial recon-
naissance be made without delay, and repeated from time to
time, as it is very important that our submarines should know
the position of the buoyed channels which the enemy will
make for. Submarines will probably be the first to know
of the enemy's exit, and they can only report by proceeding
to within wireless reach of some vessel or station. To
ensure important information being reported as soon as
possible, I would suggest that in future a few destroyers
or a cruiser should be within wireless touch of the
submarines at stated times night and day."

I wrote to the Chief of Staff on the i2th to say that if the
Baltic enterprise was approved, I proposed to tow the submarines
as far as possible to conserve their fuel. They would proceed
independently down the Kattegat and endeavour to arrive off the
Sound, unseen by the enemy or neutral vessels, then go through
the Sound, preferably by night, evading the German patrol off
the southern end. When their fuel ran low they would use
Libau as a base for some weeks.

I was telegraphed for when this was received, and on the
ijth October, after some discussion, was told that I could
send three submarines into the Baltic to remain for several
weeks, based on Libau or some other Russian port. I tele-
graphed to the Commander-in-Chief at once that Ei (Lieut.-
Commander N. Laurence), Ey (Lieut.-Commander M. Horton)
and En (Lieut.-Commander M. Nasmith) would sail for the
Baltic the following day, i4th October. He replied wishing the
submarines all success.

I learnt later that an hour after I dispatched my letter to the
Commander-in-Chief he telegraphed to the Admiralty asking that
the question of sending the submarines into the Baltic might
receive consideration. I noted in my diary : " A regular case of
mental telepathy. I had a most successful day at the Admiralty,
and carried my point. Laurence, Horton and Nasmith will have
an opportunity of winning imperishable fame."

During my visit to the Admiralty I learnt that it was proposed
to carry out mining operations in the Bight, with the old cruiser